
Dear Church Family, 
 
 These are unexplored times that we find ourselves navigating. In our lifetime COVID-19 
is unlike any virus to invade our way of life. Yet, we still serve a God that is sovereign and 
faithful. Isaiah, the prophet writes in chapter 41 with a clear sense that God is at work in all of 
history and equipping His people with faith in a world of confusion and uncertainty. Every event 
in life, including our current situation, is a way in which God is showing the world His glory and 
grace. 
 

• Isaiah 41:8-10 – “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring 
of Abraham, my friend; you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its 
farthest corners, saying to you, ‘You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you 
off’; fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

 
 God intends for us to draw our courage and strength from Him. He chose us. He called 
us. The reality of those words alone should overwhelm us with joy and confidence. The 
Sovereign God, Creator of the universe, upholds us with His righteous right hand and commands 
us, “fear not, for I am with you.” And when He calls us His servant, He is extending His 
responsibility for our well-being. Have faith in the One who saved you! 
 
 We should also spend time in prayer. Pray that we as a church would take time during 
this crisis to ask God to examine our hearts and expose any sin in us. Then be prepared to repent. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 – “and my people, who bear my name, humble themselves, pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal 
their land.” This verse invites us to experience the enormous benefits God gives through the 
repentant prayers of His people. We should also be in prayer for one another, for government 
leaders, health care physicians, the elderly, and those without a saving relationship with Christ. 
 
 It has also been suggested on some levels and required on others that we, as a nation, 
comply with social distancing to slow down the spread of COVID-19. On Tuesday, March 17th, 
Governor Henry McMaster issued an executive order prohibiting gatherings of fifty or more 
people. In obedience to those in authority over us (Romans 13), and in an attempt to protect those 
in our church family and community, we will not meet corporately as a church for the next two 
weeks, March 22nd-March 29th. This includes Sunday and Wednesday services, as well as any 
other gatherings that would take place on campus. But this does not mean we cannot worship our 
Savior. 
 
 Starting this Sunday, March 22, 2020, we will post the week’s sermon on Facebook, and 
our website at 10:30 a.m., www.newpleasantchurch.com. If you do not have access to Facebook 
or the internet, we will also have DVDs available for pickup or delivery. Please contact the 
church office for a DVD copy. Also included in this letter are Sunday School lessons for this 
week, March 22, and next week March 29. Please make every effort to study these lessons with 
your family and neighbors as we continue to study God’s Word chronologically. On 
Wednesdays, there will be a biblical devotion and time of prayer on Facebook at 6:30 p.m. This 
will be a live event where you can share your prayer needs also. 



 
 
Other things to consider during this time of social distancing: 
 

• Check on one another. Take time each day to check on those in your Life Group and 
Sunday School classes through text messages and phone calls. Social distancing does not 
mean isolation, so stay connected. You may also consider meeting in a home as a Life 
Group or Sunday School class to watch the week’s worship service together. 

 
• Take time to check on our senior adult population who may not be able to make all the 

necessary provisions in a time like this. As a family of faith, let us continue to minister to 
our shut-ins, those hospitalized with various sicknesses, and elderly.  
 

• Look for ways to continue advancing the gospel. You will encounter people during the 
next few weeks who are fearful and do not have the hope we have in Jesus Christ. Be 
ready to share the hope of the gospel. 
 

• Continue to send your tithe. Asking for your faithfulness to tithe is not a ploy or 
manipulation to guilt you into giving. Still, it is a reminder that the daily and weekly 
expenses of our church will continue even though we are not meeting on Wednesdays 
and Sundays. You can tithe online through our website, www.newpleasantchurch.com, or 
you can mail it to New Pleasant Baptist Church 242 New Pleasant Rd. Gaffney, SC 
29341. 
 

• Finally, we ask that you consider signing up for the 24-hour prayer service April 10th-
11th. There are thirty-minute time slots starting Friday, April 10th, at 8:00 a.m. and ending 
Saturday at 8:00 a.m. You can come by the church office between 8:30-12:30, Monday-
Thursday, or you can call the office and ask Belinda what slots are available.  
 

 
Please know that Pastor Brandon, our Deacons, and I are continuing to seek God’s guidance 
as we lead His church at New Pleasant. We also ask that you continue praying for us, 
knowing that this is a challenge we have never faced before. If you have any questions, 
concerns, or needs, you can reach us at 864-461-7018 or byeltonnpbc@gmail.com and 
pastorb116@gmail.com. The church office will continue operating on a regular schedule, 
Monday-Thursday 8:30-12:30. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pastor Bryan 


